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 Such an unexpected additional monetary easing on 31 October last year was passed by a narrow 

margin, 5 to 4, on the MPM. As Mr. Miyao was a key member of them who voted for the additional 

easing other than the governor and the deputy governors at that time, and his term is scheduled to 

expire on March 25 as the member, the market has paid much attention to who is appointed as a new 

member replacing him.  

 The government proposed in Diet to nominate Yutaka Harada, professor of Waseda University to 

replace Ryuzo Miyao. Mr. Harada is a well-known reflationist, a school of economics supporting 

quantitative monetary easing aggressively. Reflation is defined as a moderate inflation between 

deflation and inflation and targets mild increase in prices of goods and services. The reflationist 

believes that the economy will be able to realize sustainable growth by this approach. There would 

be many similarities between this idea and BOJ’s unprecedented monetary easing policy as both of 

them aim to exit Japan from deflation and achieve the central bank’s 2% inflation target rate within              

2 years.                             
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Change in “BOJ Policy Board Member”,  

Promoting Further Monetary Easing? 

Point 2 

Mr. Harada, a reflationist was proposed as a new member 
Assigned from a positivist of monetary easing to replace Mr. Miyao 

The “BOJ Policy Board Member” is a member who attends a Monetary Policy Meeting (MPM) of 

Bank of Japan to determine its monetary policy together with the governor and two deputy governors. 

The final decision will be made by their voting of total 9 board members including the governor and 

two deputy governors. The BOJ policy board member’s  term of office is five years and              
the assignment is subject to Diet approval. 

 To summarize the opinions against the massive 

quantitative easing, the concern includes the future 

economic cost of easing and supposed side effects. 

In concrete terms, the BOJ’s aggressive monetary 

easing would results in delaying restructuring and 

growth of industries as some less competitive 

companies are likely to remain to survive due to 

massive easing, and encouraging excessive JPY 

depreciation. However, it is difficult to assess                  

the quantitative monetary easing at this moment as it 

is not long enough since central banks employed 

such a new drastic approach. 

Negativists concern over the future cost and  

side effect of massive quantitative easing  
Difficult to evaluate the unprecedented easing at this moment  



Future Outlook 

 Heightening expectation for stepping into additional monetary easing 

Due to plunge in oil price, prices of goods and services are unlikely going up for the time being.                     

The BOJ that committed to achieve inflation target of 2% by setting a deadline, seems to keep                   

the next additional easing as a last resort measure. Therefore, investors are now paying close 

attention to the timing of when the central bank uses the precious card. 

 More members promoting further monetary easing to be assigned 

The assignment term of five existing members of the BOJ policy board other than Mr. Miyao will 

expire from coming June to next year at first and that of two of them expires next year and that of 

another two does in July 2017. A view is rising as such that the replacing members are likely 

assigned from those who will probably vote for quantitative easing under the Abe’s government as 

the final approval of the member assignment needs consent by Diet that is currently dominated by 

the coalition ruling.   

Likely ready for implementing additional easing  

with the new reflationist as the BOJ policy member 

 Disclaimer 
  

Please read this disclaimer carefully. 
= This material is for non-Japanese institutional investors only. 
= The research and analysis included in this report, and those opinions or judgments as outcomes thereof, are 

intended to introduce or demonstrate capabilities and expertise of Sumitomo Mitsui Asset Management Company, 
Ltd. (hereinafter “SMAM”), or to provide information on investment strategies and opportunities. Therefore this 

material is not intended to offer or solicit investments, provide investment advice or service, or to be considered as 
disclosure documents under the Financial Instruments and Exchange Law of Japan. 
= The expected returns or risks in this report are calculated based upon historical data and/or estimated upon                      
the economic outlook at present, and should be construed no warrant of future returns and risks. 
=  Past performance is not necessarily indicative of future results. 
= The simulated data or returns in this report besides the fund historical returns do not include/reflect any 
investment management fees, transaction costs, or re-balancing costs, etc. 
= The investment products or strategies do not guarantee future results nor guarantee the principal of investments. 
The investments may suffer losses and the results of investments, including such losses, belong to the client. 
= The recipient of this report must make its own independent decisions regarding investments. 
= The opinions, outlooks and estimates in this report do not guarantee future trends or results. They constitute 
SMAM’s judgment as of the date of this material and are subject to change without notice. 
= The awards included in this report are based on past achievements and do not guarantee future results. 
= The intellectual property and all rights of the benchmarks/indices belong to the publisher and the authorized 
entities/individuals. 
= This material has been prepared by obtaining data from sources which are believed to be reliable but SMAM can 
not and does not guarantee its completeness or accuracy. 
= All rights, titles and interests in this material and any content contained herein are the exclusive properties of 

SMAM, except as otherwise stated. It is strictly prohibited from using this material for investments, 
reproducing/copying this material without SMAM’s authorization, or from disclosing this material to a third party. 
  

Registered Number: Kanto Local Finance Bureau (KINSHO) No.399 

Member of Japan Investment Advisers Association, The Investment Trusts Association, Japan and  
Type Ⅱ Financial Instruments Firms Association 

© Sumitomo Mitsui Asset Management Company, Limited 

 

 


