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 The “Visitor Arrivals (estimate)” in April 2017 was released by JNTO on 19th May.  The number rose 

+23.9% YoY to 2.579 million. This was a record high of single month surpassing 2.296 million of July 

2016.  

 This was due to calendar effect (holidays such as Easter holidays, Qingming Festival of China and 

Songkran Festival of Thailand were held in April) in addition to (i) increase in air transportation 

capacity such as increase in seat numbers and expansion of air route, (ii) increase in number of port 

calls by cruise ships and (iii) continuous promotion of so called “Visit Japan Campaign” by the 

Japanese government. Also, it seems that visit to Japan was motivated by popularity of charm of 

Japanese spring represented by cherry blossoms.  
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Japan’s “Visitor Arrivals” continues to renew its record high 

Point 2 

“Visitor Arrivals” in April was 2.58 million, renewed its record 

high of single month  
In addition to calendar effect, charm of Japanese spring such as cherry 

blossoms seems to become popular amongst foreign visitors   

“Visitor Arrivals” increased in all of top 20 countries and regions 
13 countries and regions renewed their record highs  

Trend in number of foreign tourists is reported in the “Visitor Arrivals”, statistics  released by the Japan 

National Tourist Organization (JNTO). The estimated “Visitor Arrivals” from top 20 countries and 

regions of the previous month are released in the end of following month. Foreign visitors to Japan in 

year 2016 was 24.04 million which surpassed 20 million for the first time. Under Japanese economic 

growth strategy known as “2016 Japan Revitalization Strategy”, Abe administration had set the target to 

welcome 40 million “Foreign Visitors” by year 2020.   

 With regard to year-on-year growth rate of “Visitor 

Arrivals” by countries and regions, all of the listed 

20 countries and regions saw increase. 

 Moreover, 13 countries and regions such as Taiwan, 

Hong Kong, Thailand, Indonesia, USA and UK 

renewed their record highs as a single month and 

rest of 7 countries and regions such as South Korea, 

China, Malaysia, Australia and Italy renewed 

record high of the month of April. 

 The viewing of cherry blossoms in Tohoku region 

and Tateyama Kurobe Alpine Route attracted 

tourists from Taiwan and Malaysia. On the other 

hand, growth pace of visitor numbers from China 

slowed down as supply of aviation seat has 

increased only marginally although port calls by 

cruise ships underpinned number of visitors from 

China.   

Country/Region Visitor Nos Change（％）

S. Korea 554,600 56.8

China 528,800 2.7

Taiwan 413,300 7.6

Hong Kong 209,400 64.6

USA 141,100 23.6

Thailand 138,600 5.8

Philippines 62,000 47.8

Australia 56,200 41.8

Indonesia 45,200 45.0

Malaysia 43,200 13.6

Total 2,578,900 23.9

（Note）Estimated figures by JNTO. Top 10 countries.

               YoY change.

（Source）SMAM, based on JNTO data.

"Visitor Arrivals（April 2017）"



Future Outlook 

 “Visitor Arrivals” in year 2016 increased by +21.8% YoY to 24.039 million which was its record 

high since year 1964 when data of “Visitor Arrivals” was first announced. If current pace of growth 

continues, “Visitor Arrivals” of 2017 is expected to be around 28 million and will likely renew its 

record high.  

“Visitor Arrivals” of year 2017 is expected to renew record 

high like the previous year 
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